AMERICA 250 OVERVIEW

Majestic Caverns and America’s 250th

As the United States approaches its 250th anniversary, communities across the country are
identifying places that help tell the story of the nation’s beginnings. Majestic Caverns is one of
those places.

Long before it became a destination for visitors, the cavern was part of Indigenous life in the
Southeast. Archaeological research documents Woodland-period burials and ceremonial use,
establishing the cave as a site of cultural and historical importance centuries before American
independence.

In 1796, during the administration of George Washington, U.S. Superintendent of Indian Affairs
Benjamin Hawkins recorded the cave in official correspondence. This federal documentation
places Majestic Caverns among the earliest natural landmarks recognized in the young United
States.

During the Civil War, the cavern served the wartime effort through saltpeter mining for
gunpowder production. Physical mining features remain visible today, providing tangible
evidence of 19th-century industry.

In 1912, the Mathis family began a tradition of stewardship that continues more than a century
later. Since opening to the public in 1965, the site has served as an educational resource for
generations of families, students, and researchers.

Few historic places in America combine Indigenous heritage, early federal records, Civil War
industry, and continuous family preservation in one location. Majestic Caverns offers a rare,
living connection to the layered history that shaped the nation.
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