
 
 

Scientific Evidence Organizer  
(Aligned to Alabama COS 4.12) 

 
Inquiry Question: What do rock layers and fossils reveal about how Earth has changed 
over time? 
CLAIM: Write your answer below. 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
EVIDENCE: List at least three pieces of evidence. 
1. ____________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
2. ____________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
3. ____________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
REASONING: Explain how your evidence supports your claim. 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Alabama Exploration Map Activity (Aligned to 4.1) 
 
 
Trace the route of Hernando de Soto and identify major rivers and early settlements. 
Why did explorers travel near rivers? 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
How did Alabama’s geography influence trade and settlement? 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
How does geography influence human decisions? 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
 



 
 
 

 
Civil War Economic Impact Organizer (Aligned to 4.2) 

 
 

Complete the chart below: 
 
 

Industry / Resource  How It Supported the 
War  

Why It Was Important 

Iron Production 
 

  

Textiles   

Shipbuilding 
 

  

Saltpeter / Gunpowder   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Primary Source Analysis Sheet (Aligned to 4.1) 
 
 
Title or Description of Source: ______________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
Type of Source: Letter, Map, Artifact, Journal, Photograph, Other 
Who created this source? _________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
When was it created? ____________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
Why was it created? _____________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
What does this source tell us about life at that time? 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
Why is this source important for understanding Alabama’s history? 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
Pre-Visit Inquiry Prompt 

 
How does geography influence both natural systems and human decisions? 
Write your initial thoughts below:_____________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Post-Visit Systems Reflection 
 
How are natural systems and human systems connected in Alabama? 
Describe one natural system you observed: 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
Describe one human system influenced by geography: 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
Explain how they are connected: 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 


